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Even as a small local business, we pride ourselves on being leaders in  
sustainable fabrics for upholstery and interior design. This ethos has been at 
the core of our business for the last 17 years and we continue to evolve our 
products and practices to meet the highest standards available to us. 

In 2004, we completely overhauled our supply chain to ensure all our  
fabrics were environmentally certified, and officially changed our name from 
‘Living Fabrics’ to ‘Sustainable Living Fabrics.’ Since then, we have continued 
to recertify and evolve our practices as the industries understanding of true 
sustainability grows. When specifying any of our fabrics, you can trust that 
they are all set to the same high environmental standards. 

 

OUR MISSION 
 
We are passionate about supporting and supplying our fabrics to projects 
that redefine boundaries within the interior design industry. Our focus is 
true sustainability throughout our entire supply chain. The way of design is  
changing, the industry is prioritising sustainability on all levels and we are 
proud to be part of that change. 

Our incredible team is trained to advise architects, interior designers, and 
other collaborators about the benefits of sustainable design. Our key values 
are to provide an aesthetically beautiful, locally made and durable product 
that has long term cost effectiveness and minimal impact on the environment.

OUR 2021 SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

In the following report, we present a comprehensive overview of our  
sustainability practices. We outline exactly what it is, from farm to fabric, that 
makes us sustainable. We also present our 2021 progress and how we plan 
to improve our practices further in 2022 and beyond. 

OUR STORY
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SOURCING
Our sustainability journey starts at the sourcing stage. We carefully select 
our suppliers to ensure they comply with the highest environmental 
standards available for heavy duty commercial fabric production.  
Sustainability doesn’t just apply to the afterlife of a product, but first how we 
create and where we source from. 
 
YARN SOURCING

We source three types of yarn for our fabrics: wool, polyester and  
wool nylon blend. It is essential to our ethos that the yarn is only sourced 
from suppliers that adhere to our environmental standards. For almost two  
decades we have only worked with suppliers that partake in our auditing 
process to ensure that the standard continues to be met year after year.

THE STANDARD

Our standard is in alignment with our Good Environmental Choice Australia 
(GECA) certification which you can read more about here. As per this  
certification, all wool and wool-nylon blend yarn sourced must adhere to 
the EU Ecolabel standard for textiles. The eco-polyester is OEKO-TEX® and 
GECA certified. 

EU ECOLABEL

Established in 1992 and recognised across Europe and worldwide, the EU 
Ecolabel is a label of environmental excellence that is awarded to products 
and services meeting high environmental standards throughout their life  
cycle: from raw material extraction, to production, distribution and disposal. 

Our yarns compliance with this standard means our sourcing process is  
environmentally preferable and can pass that guarantee onto our clients.
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SOURCING 
SUSTAINABLE WOOL
Sustainable Living Fabrics uses only Australian wool in our 100% wool  
ranges and our wool-rich blends. This yarn is a rapidly renewable  
resource that has been independently tested and audited at all stages of  
production to comply with EU Ecolabel criteria.
 

AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS

Australia maintains world-class animal health and welfare standards, as 
well as having strict regional and national bio-security programs to prevent 
the outbreak and spread of infectious diseases. There are many rigorous  
restrictions regarding certain herbicides and pesticides that can be used 
around Australian livestock, ensuring the quality of the wool and the safety 
of the sheep producing the wool.

BIODEGRADABILITY

Wool is one of the most sustainable fibres available, which is why the  
majority of our collection is made from it. Wool is a renewable product; 
each year sheep produce a fleece, making wool a natural and rapidly  
regenerative resource. 

What makes wool biodegradable is a natural protein called Keratin, the 
same protein found in human hair. This gives wool its resilience and elasticity 
as well as its ability to decompose in soil, enriching the soil and nourishing 
new life. 

HEALTH 

Wool absorbs harmful pollutants from the air and it doesn’t re-emit them. It is  
estimated that wool used in interiors can help purify the air for 30 years. 
Read more about this in our Indoor Air Quality section here.
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ETHICAL FARMING 
PRACTICES

Key principles of the RWS
 
1. Protecting Animal Welfare
‘The Five Freedoms’ are protected, referencing standards and best wool farming  
practices around the world.
   

2. Preserving Land Health
Progressive methods of land management are practiced on RWS farms, protecting soil 
health, biodiversity and native species.

3. Protecting Social Welfare
Social welfare, working conditions, and health and safety of workers is addressed. 

4. Chain of Custody
Certification ensures that the identity of the RWS wool is maintained at all times: from 
the farm to the final product.

5. Credible Certification
A professional, third party certification body audits each stage in the supply chain. 
Only products with 100% certified wool may carry the RWS logo.

6. Stakeholder Engagement
The RWS was developed with the input of farmers, animal welfare experts, land  
conservation experts, brands and retailers from all parts of the globe.
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A. Freedom from hunger and thirst
B. Freedom from discomfort 
C. Freedom from pain, injury and disease 
D. Freedom to express normal behaviours
E. Freedom fear and distress.

All the wool yarn that we purchase is sourced from suppliers that are third party  
audited to the international recognised Responsible Wool Standard (RWS) under  
the EU Ecolabel.



SOURCING POLYESTER 
AND NYLON
It is vital for us to prioritise complete transparency. It is no secret that natural 
fibres are far more sustainable than synthetics. However, creating quality 
fabrics that stand the test of time on a commercial scale while ensuring they 
also meet our high environmental standard is often a balancing act. 

It is our aim to provide the most environmentally preferable option whilst 
still ensuring our fabric is fit for purpose. Synthetics are used to enhance  
durability and provide options for our clients with varying budgets. This 
is where the use of nylon and polyester comes in. Therefore, how can we  
ensure they are sustainable?

POLYESTER AND WOOL-NYLON STANDARDS

Both our polyester and wool-nylon yarns are certified carbon neutral as well 
as GECA certified with full content traceability. This GECA standard means 
our fabrics and dyes must be harmless to marine environments and aquatic 
life.

Our use of nylon is minimal as it is only blended into selected wool yarns 
we use, this is added to guarantee commercial level strength and durability. 
The wool-nylon we use is EU Ecolabel certified under our wool-nylon  
certification.

Another way we guarantee best practice for our polyester is  the STANDARD 
100 by OEKO-TEX®.  It is one of the world’s best-known labels for textiles 
tested for harmful substances. Carrying this label means that our polyester 
has been tested and certified harmless for human health. The criteria  
catalog is updated at least once a year and expanded with new scientific  
knowledge or statutory requirements.

Click here to read more about STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®

GECA CRITERION 
FOR SYNTHETICS

EMISSION STANDARDS FOR SYNTHETIC FIBRES 

Criterion 24: Polyamide (Nylon)
 
The emissions to air of N20 during monomer production, 
expressed as an annual average, shall not exceed 10g/kg 
polyamide 6 fibre produced and 50g/kg polyamide 6,6 
produced. 

Criterion 25: Polyester

i. the amount of antimony in the polyester fibres shall not  
exceed 260 ppm. 
ii. the emissions of VOCs during polymerisation and fibre 
production of polyester measured at the process steps where 
they occur, including fugitive emissions, expressed as an  
annual average, shall not exceed 1.2g/kg of produced 
polyester resin. 
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FABRIC TESTING
Quality and emissions testing our fabric is a key element of ensuring a  
sustainable product. Our fabrics undergo rigorous testing to ensure they are 
fit for purpose and safe. All our testing is done in Australia with complete  
traceability and third party certification.

Our focus is impact minimisation, with any commercial grade production 
there are always unavoidable emissions. Transparency on what is used 
in our fabrics and the effect on the environment is crucial for our team to  
continuously find new ways to reduce our environmental footprint.

IAQ AND LOW VOC TESTING

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) is an important environmental consideration as it 
refers to the air quality within and around buildings and structures, especially 
as it relates to the health and comfort of building occupants.

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are a significant source of indoor 
air pollution. The measurement of Total Volatile Organic Compounds (TVOC) 
is frequently used to assess IAQ and provides a useful monitor for  
determining changes in the indoor air quality. 

FIRE TESTING

All our fabrics are independently tested to the standards prescribed by the 
National Construction Code (NCC) for the fire performance of interior  
textiles. AS/NZS 1530.3. 

Wool is an inherently non-flammable fibre. For the safety of our customers 
we do not add any fire retardancy to any of our products. There is growing 
evidence that many flame retardant chemicals can have a serious negative 
impact on human health.
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LOW VOC FABRIC
Our strict farm to fabric chain of custody ensures there are no harmful  
emissions from our fabrics. We commissioned Consulting Enterprises in  
Technology (CETEC) to test the fabrics in our collection using the methods and  
principles for VOC emissions outlined in the Green Star Office Design  
Technical Manual (IEQ-13 Indoor Air Pollutants).

OUR RESULTS

The average emission rate of TVOC at 30 days for all fabrics tested was 
less than 0.005mg/m2/hr and well below the Green Star requirement of 
0.5mg/m2/hr. In addition the test report for our fabric notes “the chemical 
compounds detected in the very low emissions from the products were not 
recognised chemicals of concern and would not pose a health issue to  
humans.” 

Our wool fabrics also improve IAQ by absorbing and neutralising some 
VOCs including formaldehydes on an ongoing basis. Recent research has 
found that wool can absorb formaldehydes in such enormous quantities to 
help reduce the impact of sick building syndrome.
 
Like indoor plants, our wool fabrics enhance the aesthetics of the indoor  
environment but have the added advantage of no ongoing maintenance 
costs. Wool textiles ensure that many VOCs are absorbed and contribute to 
improved IAQ. Our fabrics can also contribute to the WELL certification, a 
leading tool for advancing health and well-being in buildings globally.

ETAD HEAVY METAL CONTENT COMPLIANCE

The Ecological and Toxicological Association of Dyes and Organic Pigments 
Manufacturers (ETAD) is the only independent international association 
for colourant-producing companies. The ETAD confirms that the dyestuffs 
and pigment preparations supplied to Sustainable Living Fabrics does not  
exceed the ETAD recommended limit values for heavy metal impurities in 
organic dyestuffs and pigment preparations. 
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QUALITY TESTING
Sustainability starts at the very beginning and considers the entire supply 
chain. Our priority is creating a high quality, durable product that truly stands 
the test of time.  

EMBODIED ENERGY

Embodied energy is the sum of all the energy used to in the life of a product. It’s  
important to look at sustainability from this lens. A product that lasts 3 years 
then is recycled, although is classified as sustainable, uses more energy than 
a product that is designed to last  a minimum of 12 years.  Although we have 
recycling options in place, our priority is designing for longevity.

12 YEAR WARRANTY

Our entire range comes with a 12 year warranty, this is our assurance 
of that quality. Along with our environmental credentials, it is important for us 
to guarantee durability as to provide our clients with the peace of mind that 
their selection will last throughout the years. 

IN-HOUSE QUALITY CHECKS

Our fabrics are checked multiple times for quality assurance and batch  
consistency. Once the fabric is checked by our mill and dye house it is  
brought to our warehouse to be checked again by our expert team with over 
15 years experience.  

GECA AUDITED QUALITY CONTROL

GECA ensures the quality of the materials that we use, including out dyes,  
yarn and packaging. This encompasses 61 stringent criteria we must meet to  
be certified, see here for more information on GECA.
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OUR 
CERTIFICATIONS
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For over 15 years, sustainability has been at the core of our business and 
will continue to be our priority. Our long standing partnerships with Climate 
Active and GECA are proof of that dedication. 

Externally auditing our supply chain, product and organisational practices 
is vital for our accountability to our customers. Having a third party come in 
and assess us on all levels encourages us to reduce our emissions each year 
and improve our business practices. 

Green washing is a significant problem within the industry given the  
rising popularity of sustainability. Being able to present these logos on 
our entire range of fabrics shows our commitment to full transparency and  
ongoing sustainability.



GECA CERTIFICATION
In 2005, as we began our journey to improve our sustainability 
we searched for a standard that was independent and transparent,  
recognised globally, objective and not for profit. We chose GECA as it 
met all this criteria as well as adhering to the EU Ecolabel global textile  
standard.
  
GECA has stringent criteria that encompass our entire supply chain from 
supply, manufacturing to packaging. This extends to our partner mill and 
dye house, ensuring all dyes and chemicals meet the EU Ecolabel standard.

Being Australian made is important to us, it enables us to stay connected to 
our supply chain and hold close relationships with our suppliers. This ensures 
we all have the same environmental priorities when collaborating, to create 
our truly sustainable product line. 

Our GECA certification strengthens this relationship and gives us the  
opportunity to re-assess and improve our practices as the landscape of  
sustainable design evolves.

You will notice throughout this Sustainability Report there are references to 
certain GECA criteria related to our certification. There are 61in total that 
we need to meet to receive our certificate. 
 
If you’re interested in learning more, click here to request a copy of the full 
standard Textiles & Leather (TLv3.0i-2014). 
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WHAT IS CLIMATE ACTIVE?

Climate Active is an ongoing partnership between the Australian  
Government and Australian businesses to drive voluntary climate action. 
The brand represents Australia’s collective effort to measure, reduce, and  
offset carbon emissions to lessen our negative impact on the environment. It 
is through Climate Active that we achieve our carbon neutral status. 
�

Wool & Fibre Production and Processing  
Wool growing

Weaving 
Dyeing 

Finishing

Fabric Cutting & Packaging 
Fabric cutting

Packaging
Sample swatch preparation

Distribution to Customer 
Road freight 

End of Life 
Recycling fabrics

UPSTREAM 
EMISSIONS

RESPONSIBLE 
ENTITY

DOWNSTREAM 
EMISSIONS

LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT

CARBON NEUTRAL 
CERTIFICATION
In 2010, we became the first company  and  entire product range  to be  
certified carbon neutral under the Carbon Neutral Program developed  
by the Australian Government, now known as Climate Active. We have  
continued to recertify to ensure our entire product line is offset from farm to 
fabric. 

PRODUCT CERTIFICATION
�

This certification encompasses our supply chain and  
everything it takes to create our fabric. The system  
boundary of this analysis is from Cradle to Grave, 
please see the diagram to the right for the Life Cycle 
assessment.

ORGANISATIONAL CERTIFICATION

Our organisation certification assesses our in house 
practices, such as transport, electricity, printing,  
recycling etc. Being a small business, our emissions here 
are low yet we always look for more ways to reduce  
internal emissions. 
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TOWARDS ZERO 

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS

Our 2020-2021 detailed Public Disclosure Statement is available to view 
if you are interested in more information about our carbon emissions and 
reductions.

Click here to view our Climate Active Product PDS

Click here to view our Climate Active Business Operations PDS

NET ZERO AND TOWARDS REAL ZERO

Net Zero Emissions refers to achieving an overall balance between  
greenhouse gas emissions produced and emissions taken out of the  
atmosphere. Although we have achieved this through our Climate  
Active certification, we are committed to working towards ‘real zero,’  
meaning we continue to reduce our emissions and only offset where  
absolutely necessary.

OUR PROGRESS
 
Over the last 10 years since our base year in 2011, we have seen a  
significant reduction in both our emissions for our production and within our 
organisational practices. 

• Our product emissions have reduced by 65%* 

• Our organisational emissions have reduced by 57%*

*Accurate as of December 2021. Calculated from the base year of 2011. For more information on how this 
is calculated see our PDS below.
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SHORTER DISTANCES MEAN LESS CO2 EMISSIONS

Producing our fabric in Australia means we can reduce our transport emissions.  
Although we are already carbon neutral, this helps us move towards real zero and  
minimise how much carbon we produce to begin with. 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL ECONOMY

Supporting local manufacturing is vital to us. We are a local small business so  
supporting that through our production line is key. Especially now, it is important 
to boost our local economy and help the Australian Textile Manufacturing  
Industry thrive. 

CLOSER RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR MANUFACTURERS

Our guarantee to provide a durable and quality product relies on the strong   
relationship we have with our manufacturers. This direct communication with our supply 
chain enables us to ensure consistent quality and on time delivery. 

FAST DELIVERY
 
Within the industry, short leads times are often hard to come by. Luckily our local  
production and warehouse stock levels allow us to keep a consistent lead time  
standard of 2-6 weeks; providing faster, on time delivery and alternatives, even for  
projects with specific time constraints.

ENSURE BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS

Locally made means we know that all working conditions are fair. Often with  
overseas manufacturing it can be difficult to audit or monitor working conditions.  
That’s why we choose local, our suppliers are also audited through our GECA  
certification to ensure fair wages and working conditions.

AUSTRALIAN MADE 
SUSTAINABILITY 
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Click here to view our full Communication of Progress Report 
PDF 2020/2021.

Our 2020/21 report provides quantifiable data and addresses 
our company, its history, products, market and the corporate  
philosophies that guide our sustainability agenda, which in turn 
drives corporate decision-making. We are committed to reporting 
at least every two years.
 
Sustainable Living Fabrics is committed to the Global Compact  
principles of building sustainable markets, combating corruption, 
safeguarding the environment and ensuring social inclusion. 
We recognise this is increasingly important for the long-term  
value for the business. A strong focus on CSR issues drives a  
holistic approach to our decision making from selection of suppliers to  
marketing, sales and end of life.

Sustainable Living Fabrics transparently embraces the UN Global 
Compact philosophy that sustainability is about comprehensive 
CSR. This ensures that no activity of the business adversely impacts 
on any individual or community in terms of the international  
principles; embracing the environment, human rights, labour  
standards and anti-corruption.

Sustainable Living Fabrics has been proudly committed to the UN Global  
Compact since March 2008 when we produced our first Sustainability  
Report to Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Guidelines. Our commitment to 
aligning our business practices with the UN Sustainable Development goals 
is one of the cornerstones of our sustainability journey. 
 
Sustainable Living Fabrics’ corporate strategy is driven by a proactive  
sustainability agenda that is more than just an environmental agenda. It is 
about social responsibility and it is legitimate, transparent and credible.  
We embrace independently audited and certified environmental credentials 
as key criteria for true sustainability.

UN GLOBAL COMPACT  OUR 2020/21 
REPORT
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It is important for us to be active within the sustainability industry. One of the 
ways we do this is through the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA)
which helps connect businesses like us together to create a strong community 
and wider reach within sustainable design. 

In 2005, Sustainable Living Fabrics became a founding member and  
supporter of the GBCA which manages the Green Star Rating Program. In 
2020 we celebrated 15 years as active members. This is a huge milestone 
for us and a reflection of our long term commitment to sustainability in  
design and construction. 

The GBCA was launched in 2002 as a national, not-for-profit organisation 
that is committed to developing a sustainable property industry for  
Australia. The GBCA is supported by both industry and government  
across Australia as it drives the building industry towards sustainability.

By supporting the GBCA we support an industry that is committed to future 
proof design. Creating a community and partnering with organisations 
that share our values makes a world of difference, we believe positive 
change happens quicker when businesses are working together towards a  
common goal.

Learn more about the GBCA by clicking here.

Launched by the Green Building Council of Australia 
in 2003, Green Star is Australia’s only national,  
voluntary rating system for buildings and communities. 
Green Star is an internationally recognised rating  
system for sustainability.
 
By using our fabrics along with GECA Certified  
Furniture, Fittings and Foam contributes to meeting the 
GBCA’s Green Star sustainability rating program at 
Level A.

For more information on the Green Star rating system 
click here.
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Click here to read more about Bush Heritage.

Part of our commitment to expanding our impact is through donating to 
environmental organisations that align with our ethos. We ensure that our  
donations help fund projects that are integral to the preservation and  
regeneration of the Australian landscape. 

We have chosen to donate to Bush Heritage because sustainability stretches 
beyond carbon emissions. It needs to encompass land preservation,  
supporting indigenous management of natural spaces as well as wildlife 
preservation. We know we are a small business and there is only so much 
we can do to help the environment. For us, this is an important way we can 
extend our impact. 

Bush Heritage is a not-for-profit that buys and manages land for  
conservation and partners with Indigenous groups and other landowners  
(such as farmers), to help them plan and achieve conservation goals on their 
land as well.
 
When we donate, we know the money received is being spent here in Aus-
tralia, for all Australians. Bush Heritage is dedicated to working side-by-side 
with Traditional Owners; implementing the respect, listen, and learn approach 
to the protection of this land. 

Sustainable Living Fabrics acknowledges the Wurundjeri as well as the  
Boonerwrung people of the Kulin Nation as Traditional Owners of the land 
on which we work. We pay our deepest respect to the Elders past, present 
and emerging. We extend that respect to all Traditional Owners across  
Australia and acknowledge that sovereignty and land were never ceded.
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Sustainable Living Fabrics has supported the work of Greenfleet since 
2006. This long standing support enables us to go beyond carbon neutrality 
and support organisations doing incredible work. At the beginning of our  
sustainability journey we were donating to Greenfleet to offset our carbon 
emissions. 

Even though we have achieved our carbon neutral status through Climate 
Active, our donations to Greenfleet continue. This means we can still support 
their incredible work regardless of our carbon neutral status, it is one of the 
ways we give back to the community. 

Greenfleet is a leading not-for-profit environmental organisation on a mission 
to protect our climate by restoring our forests. They plant native biodiverse 
forests to offset carbon emissions on behalf of individuals and businesses to 
help fight the impacts of climate change. 

Since 1997, Greenfleet have planted more than 9.4 million native trees 
across over 500 biodiverse forests in Australia and New Zealand. Greenfleet  
forests address critical deforestation, capture carbon emissions to protect our 
climate, reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and restore habitat for 
wildlife, including many endangered species. 

Click here to read more about Greenfleet.
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TOWARDS A CIRCULAR  
ECONOMY
WHAT IS A CIRCULAR ECONOMY?

A circular economy is a model of production and consumption, which  
involves sharing, leasing, reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling  
existing materials and products as long as possible. This aims at tackling  
global challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution.

THE IMPACT OF THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY

The textile industry is the second largest polluter in the world, after the oil  
industry. The environmental damage is only increasing as the industry grows.
 
In 2018-19 an estimated 780 kt (kilotons) of textile waste was generated. 
In other terms, this is 31 kg per person per year (Australian National Waste 
Report, 2020). The current recycling rate for textiles in Australia is estimated 
at only 7%, most of which is exports.

The interior design and commercial textile industry make up a significant  
portion of textile waste. The recycling rate is even lower as the fabric used is 
not a finished product and often overlooked as a recyclable resource. 

Our goal is to keep as much of our textiles out of landfill as we can and help 
close the loop towards a truly circular economy. 

We are honest about the fact that in Australia, large scale textile recycling 
options are only just beginning to emerge, there are many new innovative  
developments and we are excited for what options the future brings. 
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OUR RECYCLING 
JOURNEY

After 50 years in the commercial textile industry, we are only now seeing the 
beginnings of funding and infrastructure planning for the immense amount of 
waste that the Australian textile industry produces. 

Across a variety of industries we are now seeing more and more circular or 
cradle to cradle certifications. However it is important to ask, what does this 
actually look like, and how can you trust that the product you buy won’t end 
up in landfill?

The challenge for us is that our fabric is not a finished product. Meaning it 
goes on to be upholstered and attached to frames and other materials. 

In the past our recycling policy encouraged our clients to return unsoiled 
fabric offcuts to be reused as sampling, however fabrics which have been 
upholstered using glues or are damaged have had less options for recycling. 

The responsibility of disposing of used fabrics environmentally is up to our 
customers. It is no secret that discarded fabrics often go to landfill, therefore  
our overarching goal is to drive a change of behaviour within the industry. 

For us at this stage, the best solution is to provide our clients with legitimate 
options to dispose of our fabric through the emerging recycling channels 
now becoming available. By providing our customers with information, we 
hope it will spark the initiative to close the loop. 

Australia has a long journey ahead towards embracing a  circular economy.
Our team is dedicated to continuously researching and building partnerships 
with textile recycling organisations as new options emerge.
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OUR RECYCLING 
OPTIONS

Incredibly, all Upparel’s recycling is done right here in Australia. For years 
Australia has been shipping our textile waste off shore, increasing the carbon 
footprint of the fabric and putting extra pressure on third world countries to 
process our waste. 

Depending on the fabric and its condition, the fabrics will be recycled  
differently. Untarnished fabrics can be blended with virgin fibres to produce 
yarns ideal for manufacturing new fabrics. Any fabric not fit for re-spinning 
including fabric attached to other elements such as glue will be shredded 
for use in upcycled products such roof tiles, insulation, office partitions and 
stuffing for pet beds. 

They are available for both small scale recycling from as little as 10kg to 
commercial scale recycling upwards of 100kg. More details can be found 
on our website here. 
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WHERE CAN YOU RECYCLE OUR FABRICS?

Circularity is a partnership with our customers and our supply chain. 
To be completely transparent, the landscape of textile recycling 
is far from a perfect system. We are excited to promote Upparel as a source 
for our clients to recycle their offcut fabric from production as well as end of 
life fabric from dismantled furniture.

Upparel is an incredible organisation born out of Melbourne who is 
stepping up and leading the change for future generations in the textile  
recycling and upcycling industry. They’re upcycling textiles into quality,  
useful products and supporting organisations and charities on their journey 
to sustainability and circularity. 

HOW ARE THEY RECYCLED?

https://www.sustainablelivingfabrics.com.au/recycling-policy


2021 SUSTAINABILITY 
UPDATE
As a small business, the past two years have allowed us to focus more on  
improving our internal processes and how we interact with our clients. The  
landscape of business has kept us on our toes and tested our ability to adapt. 
Our sustainability progression has been internal and we have been reviewing 
in depth our systems and processes by planning for the future of sustainability in  
our organisation. 

2021 EMISSIONS REDUCTION UPDATE

Please see here for our emissions reduction figures. 

CAMPAIGNS
 
This year our social media campaigns have been centred on celebrating and 
showcasing the importance of locally sourced and made products. Helping bring 
more manufacturing back to Australia and boosting the growth of the local industry.  

We focused on promoting the incredible local upholsterers working with our  
fabrics. Highlighting the importance of re-use and repairing where possible.

OUR SUPPLIERS

An important part of our progress this year has been developing a deeper  
understanding of our supplier operations and how we can collectively work  
together to minimise our environmental impact.
  
Although our emissions are offset we are aiming to maximise the number of  
suppliers that are already carbon neutral and aligned with our ethos. Going  
forward our air travel is only through Qantas, and our samples are sent through  
Australia Post which are both certified carbon neutral through Climate Active.
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2022 AND BEYOND
OUR COMMITMENT OF PROGRESS
 
FIBRES

Wool is preferable in commercial textiles because of its durability, health, and natural 
mechanical stretch. It is a naturally renewable resource with incredible thermodynamic 
properties. Going forward, we want to encourage the industry to prioritise the use of 
wool in design and construction. 

Polyester and synthetic fibres have gained popularity as they are cheaper to purchase, 
however the cost to our natural environment is greater. Despite our synthetics being 
environmentally certified with full traceability, our goal is to continue to improve our 
practices. Over the next three years, we are committed to working with our supply 
chain and GECA, to look at options for transitioning all our existing polyester ranges 
to recycled PET. 

TOWARDS ZERO
 
The majority of our emissions come from fabric production and the running of our 
warehouse. In 2022 and beyond we are committed to working closer with our  
suppliers and aligning ourselves with other carbon neutral businesses. For example,  
our energy supplier AGL is now certified Climate Active. In 2022 our emissions will be  
offset by AGL prior to reaching us. 

CHANGING THE WAY WE GIVE BACK 

For years we have contributed fixed annual donations to causes that align with us. 
Now, as our business grows, we want our impact to grow as well. Going forward 
instead of a fixed contribution, five cents from every metre of fabric sold will be  
donated, which will increase our overall contributions. We will alternate these charities 
annually to shine a light on more organisations doing incredible work across Australia. 

RECYCLING

After a lot of research, we have found options for our clients to recycle our fabric. As 
of  2022, we can recommend the team at Upparel to help close the loop of our fabrics. 
See here for more details.
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CONTACT US

* Please consider the environment before printing this document.  
* Sources for all project images used can be found on our website.  
 
 

www.sustainablelivingfabrics.com.au

Copyright © 2022. Sustainable Living Fabrics Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Tel: 03 8544 3500

liz@sustainablelivingfabrics.com.au

7 Enterprise Court Mulgrave, VIC
Australia, 3170

Sustainable Living Fabrics is proudly Australian designed and made.  
Our entire range is stocked locally.  
 
Contact your local representative for a sample or if you have any questions. 


